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S U B J :  TOUR DOHORIZON W I T H  G E N E R q L  MEDBOUH \ 

1/ 
1 .  B R I G A D I E R  GENERAL MOHAMED MEDBOUH, D I R E C T O R  OF ROYAL 
M I L I T A R Y  HOUSEHOLDD C A L L E D  ON ME AT H I S  REQUEST MAY 2 7  FOR 
WHAT TURNED OUT TO BE A  TOUR DOHORIZON.  ALONG W I T H  GENERAL o U F K I R D  
MEDROUH ENJOYS U T T E R  C O N F I D E N C E  AND C L O S E S T  A S S O C I A T I O N  W I T H  
K I N G  H A S S A N *  V I E W S  OF MEDBOUH THEREFORE L I K E L Y  R E F L E C T  THOSE OF 
K I N G  WHO MAY I N D E E D  B E  PRESUMED TO H A V E  G I V E N  H I M  G U I D A N C E  FOR 
H I S  D I S C U S S I O N  W I T H  ME ON F O L L O W I N G  s U B J E C T S 8  

A )  WHEN I R A I S E D  M A T T E R  OF MOROCCAN K E L A T I O N S  W I T H  U S S R r  
MEDBOUH S T R E S S E D  THAT A P P A R E N T L Y  IMPROVED R E L A T I O N S  OF MOROCCO 
WITH S O V I E T  UNION SHOULD I N  NO WAY B E  I N T E R P R E T E D  TO A F F E C T  WESTERN 
O R I E N T A T I O N  OF MOROCcOe I R E P L I E D  T H A T  W H I L E  INFORMED US OFFICIALS 
UNDERSTOOD 
T H A T  MOROCCAN-SOVIET RAPPROCHEMENT WAS NOT AT 
EXPENSE OF I N C R E A S I N G L Y  CLOSE MOROCCAN-US R E L A T I O N S .  MANY 
A M E R I C A N S  WERE P E R P L E X E D  AND WONDERED ABOUT I T S  U L T I M A T E  E F F E C T  
DN M U T U A L  C O N F I D E N C E  AND ESTEEM T H A T  CHARACTERIZE R E L A T I O N S  
RETWEEN OUR TWO C O U N T R I E S 0  I L I S T E D  IMPRESSIVE S E R I E S  OF A C H I E V E &  
MENTS OF USSR I N  I T S  D R I V E  TO E S T A B L I S H  P O S I T I O N  OF S T R E N G T H  I N  
AOROCCOr E.Gc 1 )  O P E N I N G  OF CONSULATE GENERAL IN CASABLANCA, 
2 )  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  OF C U L T U R A L  CENTER I N  R A B A T # - 3 )  S O V I E T  N A V A L  V I S I T  
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TO CASABLANCA,  4 )  PODGORNY V I S I T  TO MOROCCO, 5 )  I N A U G U R A T l O N  OF 
R A B A T - H A V A N A  AEROFLOT F L I G H T S ,  AND L A S T L Y  6 1  P R O S P E C T I V E  V ~ S I T  
OF G E N E R A L  D R I S S  TO USSR.  I NOTED T H A T  C O M I N G  ON H E E L S  OF PODGORNY 
V I S I T  TO MOROCCO D E S P A T C H  OF MOROCCAN M I L I T A R Y  M I S S ~ I O N  TO MOSCOW 
NOULD C R E A T E  ERRONEOUS, BUT UNFAVORABLE I M P R E S S I O N  T H A T  M O R O C C O  
H A D  L I T T L E  REGARD FOR S E N S I T I V I T I E S  OF U S  A N D  A M E R I C A N  PUBLLICI 

81 E L A B O R A T I N G  ON A E R O F L D T  H A V A N A  FLIGHTS I POIh !TED OUT T H A T  
MOST L R T I N  A M E R I C A N  C O U N T R I E S  HAD CONDEMNED C U B A N  S U B V E R S I V E  
A C T I V I T I E S  AND T H A T  GOM WAS AWARE O F  E A R L I E R  C U B A N  A T T E M P T S  A T  
S U B V E R S I O N  I N  MOROCCO AND E L S E W H E R E  I N  A F R I C A *  I S P E C U L A T E D  ON 
HOW MOROCCO W I T H  I T S  D E D I C A T I O N  TO M O D E R A T I O N  COULD H A V E  F A L L E N  
I N T O  T H I S  S O V I E T  TRAP,  MEDBOUH F U L L Y  AGREED A N D ' E V E N  N O T E D  
E A R L I E R  I N S T A N C E  O F  A T T E M P T E D  CUBAN S U B V E R S I O N  A G A I N S T  MOROCCO 
D U R I N G  A L G E R I A N  C O N F L I C T O  

C l  R E F E R R I N G  T O  R E C E N T  SUDANESE COUP I R E C A L L E D  T H X T  E X T R E M I S T  
E L E M E N T S  I N  SUDAN HAD MADE S T A R T L ' I N G  PROGRESS FROM R E L A T I V E L Y  
I N S I G N I F I C A N T  B E G I N N I N G S 0  T H E I R  H I G H L Y  E F F E C T I V E  A C T I O N  I N S O W I N G  
C O N F U S I O N  A T  T I M E  OF G E N E R A L  A B B O U D 9 s  F A L L t A P p A R E ~ T L Y  
S T I L L ,  P A Y I N G  O F F  A S  C O M P O S I T I O N  OF NEW P R O V I S I O N A L  GOVERNMENT 
SEEMS TO I N D I C A T E 0  I S T R E S S E D  I N  D E T A I L ,  GREAT S O V I E T  E X P E R T I S E  
IN EXPLOITING NUMERICALLY SMALL  COMMUNIST B A S E *  

D l  ON U S  MILITARY A S S I S T A N C E  TO MOROCCO, MEDBOUH T O L D  
YE K I N G  WAS P L E A S E D  W I T H  A I D  FOR F Y  1969 AND S I N C E R E L Y  HOPED 
PROGRAM OF C O N T I N U ' I N G  A I D  COULD B E '  ENVISAGED~ H E  S T R E S S E D  T H A T  
AIR DEFENSE W A S  TOP PRIORITY.  I REPL'IED US F A V O R A B L Y  D I S P O S E D  
TOWARD H E L P I N G  MOHOCCO M I L I T A R I L Y ,  AND I M P R E S S E D  W I T H  GOM 
A S S I G N M E N T  O F  P R I O R I T I E S P  B U T  Y E A R L Y  PROGRAM WOULD D E P E N D  
UPON C O N G R E S S I O N A L l  A P P R O P R I A T I O I J S P  MEDBOUH C O N T I N U E D  T H A T  
N H I L E  GOV WAS P U R S U I N G  P D L I C Y  OF D E T E N T E  W I T H  A L G E R I A )  
MOROCCO HAD TO L O O K  T O  F U T U R E  WHEN AN A L G E R I A  F U L L Y  ARMED, AND 
T R A I N E D  BY U S S R  M I G H T  C H A N G E  I T S  M I N D  A N D  R E V E R S E  I T S  FIELD. 
A C C O R D I N G  TO MEDBOUH, P R O B L E M  O F  M E E T I N G  M I N I M U M  MOROCCAN 
D E F E N S E  AND S E C U R I T Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  WAS C R T I C I A L ~  I S A I D  I 
A P P R E C I A T E D  T H I S  AND N O T E D  U S  V I E W E D  MOROCCAN E F F O R T S  TOWARD 
YAGHREB D E T E N T E  A P P R O V I N G L Y ~  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  S I N C E  I T  WAS 
I M P O R T A N T  TO D I V E R T  A L G E R I A N  E N E R G I E S  FROM S O V I E T  
A S S I S T E D  M I L I T A R Y  B U I L D - U P  F A R  I N  E X C E S S  OF I T S ' D E F E N S E  NEEDS TO 
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T O  F U R T H E R  MOROCCAN OR MAGHREB 
E C O N O M I C  DEVELOPMENT WOULD ALSO ~OJE 'ENCOURAGED A S  A  R E S U L T ,  
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I M E N T I O N E D  I N  T H I S  C O N N E C T I O N  WARM US A P P R O V A L  OF THE K I N G q S  
E F F O R T S  TO PROMOTE A  MAGHREB ARMS L I M I T A T I O N  AGREEMENT.  

20 GENERAL MEDBOUH APPEARED C L E A R L Y  IMPRESSED B Y  MY COMMENTS 
ON " B A L A N C I N G  A C T  I N  R E L - A T I O N S  BETWEEN S O V I E T  U N I O N  AND U S u  AND, 
WITHOUT ANY P R O M I S E S  OF SUCCESp S A I D  HE WOULD TRY TO HAVE DRISS 
V I S I T  TO MOSCOW POSTPONEDq HE A L S O  E X P R E S S E D  COMPLETE AGREE- 
MENT W I T H  MY P O S I T I O N  ON AEROFLOT AND S A I D  HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND 
HOW T H I S  HAD COME A B O U T  ( S I C ) .  
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